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EX^OFFIGIO 



Hon. LEVERETT BRAINARD, 
Hon. miles B. PRESTON, - 
Hon. ALEXANDER HARBISON, 
Hon. IGNATIUS A. SULLIVAN, 
Hon. WILLIAM F. HENNEY, 



Mayor, 1894-1896. 
" 1896-1900. 
" 1900-1902. 
'* 1902-1904. 
** 1904-to date. 



GuRDOK W. Russell, 1860-1869, 1880 to resignation May 4, 1903. 
FaAMCis Goodwin, 1880 to date. President 1895-1896, 190S-1904. 
Sherman W. Adams, 1884-1896, President 1884-1895. 
Edwin P. Pabker, 1891 to resignation, June 29, 1896. 
William DeLoss Love, 1894 to date. President 1897-1898, 1905 

to date. 
George H. Day, 1895-1904, President 1902-1903. 
Patrick Garvan, 1895-1905, President 1898-1899. 
Charles B. Gross, 1895 to date. President 1896-1897, 1904-1905. 
Lucius F. Robinson, 1895 to date. President 1899-1900. 

Secretary of 
SHERMAN W. ADAMS, 1895 to death, October 19, 1898. 



Wiixis I. TwiTCHELL, 11S95 to date. President 1900-1901. 
James F. Dudley, 1896 to death, March 19, 1897. 
George A. Fairfield, 1896 to date. President 1901-1902. 
Charles Dudley Warner, 1873-1883, 1897 to death, Oct. SO, 1900. 
Willie O. Burr, 1901 to resignation. May 4, 1903. 
Henry Ferguson, 1903 to date. 
Herbert Knox Smith, 1903 to date. 
Lewis C. Grover, 1904 to date. 
Philander C. Royce, 1905 to date. 

the Board 

FRANKLIN G. WHITMORE, 1897 to date. 



Superintendent of Parks 
THEODORE WIRTH, 1895 to date. 



BUSHNELL PARK 



1853 the Court of Common Council of Hartford adoptecl a plan suggested and 
earnestly advocated by the Rev. Horace Bnshnell, D.D., for the creation of a public 
park by reclaiming a neglected area in the center of the City. Steps were taken 
to purchase the lands necessary for this pur[xisc and the sum of $135,000 was ex- 
pended in securing the forty-two (42) acres now comprising this park. It was not 
until 1858 that plans for improvements were decided nn and the work of grading, 
making walks and planting trees was begun. This was carried on by a Park Com- 
mittee until an ordinance relating to public parks was passed May 28th i860, which 
created the Board of Park Commissioners, consisting of five members. The exact 
cost of the.se improvements has not been determined. The value of that early work, 
however, is now apparent in the Ijeautiful trees and shrubs which are the glory of Bushnell Park. Of 
these there are 265 si>ecies, many of them most i>erfect s|)ecimens. In East Bushnell Park, in the tri- 
angle near Trumbull Street Bridge is the scion of the Charter Oak, transplanted in 1867 when twenty 
{20) years old. Other distinguished trees in Bushnell Park are the Bliss, Ward and Parker Elms. 
In the center of the Kast side is tht .\quatic Garden, or Pond, its banks fringed with water plants and 
its surface covered with pond and lotus lilies in their season. Winter transforms the rock fountain in 
its center into an iceberg. Nearby is Bartletfs statue of Dr. Horace Wells, the discoverer of ani-es- 
thesia. In West Bushnell Park is the Corning Fountain, presented to the city by Mr. John J. Coming 
of Ilartford 'an<l round alx)ut it floral displays are made. Here is also a bronze statue of General Put- 
nam by J. Q. A. Ward, The lawns of Bushnell Park arc unsurpassed. It was named February 14. 
1876. in honor of its originator. Its location in the center of the City, with its Memorial Arch and 
Capilol in full view, make it invaluable to Hartford's Park System and as an asset of the City it is 
estimated to be worth one and a half million dollars. 
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BUSHNELL PARK. VIEW FROM WEST END PARK PONU. I,(X>KING K 



m 



m 



<k 



BL'SIINt^LL I'AKK. TOUNTAIN AND MEMOHIAL ARCH. 
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RIVERSIDE PARK 




HE first purchase made by the Board of Park Commissioners, as organized May 
1st, 1895, for the creation and administration of a Park System, was Riverside 
Park. On July ist, 1895, by a vote of the Board it was decided to acquire a tract 
ioi land bounded easterly by the Connecticut River, southerly by land of the 
Board of Water Commissioners, westerly by Water and Meadow Streets, and 
northerly by land of the New York and New England Railroad Company. In 
September following this purchase was extended. Subsequently, by an exchange 
of land with the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Company, Water 
Street was changed to its present layout. The entire area thus acquired amounts 
to eighty (80) acres. The lands cost $48,641.25 and the improvements on the 
same during the ten (10) years amount to $66,141.58, making a total expend- 
iture of $114,782.83, which may be termed the cost of Riverside Park. The 
expense of maintenance in 1904 was $21.90 per acre for labor. This park was named by a vote of the 
Board of Park Commissioners March 8th, 1897. I^s purpose is to provide especially for the popula- 
tion living in the City's most thickly settled district, near which it is located. It has a pavilion and a 
house of comfort. In its grove is a playground for children, with swings and other apparatus for their 
amusement. Near at hand is a wading-pool and moored to the river's bank are the City's bath-houses. 
Extensive ball-fields have been laid out in its northern section. During the summer months a vaca- 
tion school is conducted on this park by the City, and recently school gardens have been established 
under the management of the Civic Club. It is believed that no park of the system has a more useful 
mission than Riverside Park. 
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RIVKRSIDE FARK-LOOKINO NORTIIWBST FROM RKAR OF OLD ICB HOUSKS, CREEK SHOWN IN CENTER. 
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RIVERSIDE PARK— WADING POOL. 
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GOODWIN PARK 




HIS l^eautiful expanse of meadow and woodland lies in the southern part of the 
City, being bounded southerly by Jordan Lane in the Town of Wethersfield, 
westerly by Back Lane, so-called, and Maple Avenue, northerly by South Street 
and easterly by land of various owners. It comprises two hundred (200) acres 
and, excepting Keney Park, which is under the care of the Keney Park Trustees, 
it is the largest park of the system. The lands of this park were bought or ac- 
quired by condemnation from 1895 ^^ 1898, at an expense of $40,380.17 and 
improvements on them which cost $74,491.28 were begun in 1897, making the 
total outlay $114,871.45. In 1904 the expense of maintenance was $15.43 per 
acre for lalx)r. The establishment of this park has le:l to the development of property in its locality. 
Streets have l^een opened and some hundred or more houses have been built, thereby increasing the 
City's Grand List and revenue. It is the purpose of the Board of Park Commissioners to leave the 
complete development of this park to the future, but a plan has been adopted and the essential feat- 
ures of it have l)een carried out. It has a thorough system of drainage, which gathers the water of 
almost its entire area in a lakelet, and a macadamized roadway winding through it. In its extensive 
and beautiful grove is a picnic ground provided with spring water. A pinery has been established in 
its southwest corner. Many trees and shrubs have been planted in various places to await the growth 
of years. The most remarkable feature of this park is its magnificent meadow, said by the late Fred- 
erick Law Olmsted to be unsurpassed in New England. On March 4th, 1901, the Board of Park 
Commissioners by vote named this " Goodwin Park " in honor of Rev. Francis G(K)dwin, D.D., to 
whose services the City is largely indebted for its park system. 
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GOODWIN PARK-LOOKING NORTHWEST. 
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GOODWIN PAKK-DRiVKWAY LOOKING NORTH. 
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POPE PARK 




N November 15th, 1894, Colonel Albert A. Pope of Boston, Mass., President 
of the Pope Manufacturing Company of Hartford, Conn., offered to give to the 
City on certain conditions 73.37 acres of land known as the " Bartholomew 
Farm,'' and situated near the Factory District for a public park. In further- 
ance of his design he also submitted an offer of the Hartford Real Estate 
Improvement Company to give tlie City about two (2) acres of land and prop- 
ositions of the Watkinson Juvenile Asylum and Home Farm School and the 
Hartford Orphan Asylum to sell certain tracts which it was desirable to add to 
his gift. The Court of Common Council accepted these offers January 7th, 
1895, and their action was ratified by a City vote. Other additions to these 
lands were subsequently made by the Park Board. The entire tract now comprises ninety (90) acres. 
It is bounded northerly by Park Street and Park River, easterly by Park Terrace, Putnam Street and 
Parkside Road, southerly by Parkside Road and Hamilton Street and westerly by Wellington Avenue, 
Westbourne Road and Park River. The cost of the additional land purchased was $29,280 and of 
the improvements $59,561.11, making the total expense to the City $88,841.11. The cost of main- 
tenance in 1904 was $36.15 per acre for labor. This park is well adapted to the needs of its local- 
ity. It has an extensive grove bordering on Park River and a beautiful sloping lawn, in the midst of 
which is a small pond, which are valuable features. In its northern section are several Tennis Courts, 
on an elevated plateau is the outdoor gymnasium, where classes are conducted in the summer season 
and westward of it in the lowland is a ball field. This park was named after the donor of most of the 
land by vote of the Board of Park Commissioners. 



(iUOUWIN PAKK— LAKI^KT. LUOKINU NOKTII. 



V 



I I 



< 



^ 



rOPK PAKK-BEND Of PARK RIVKK lUWAKIIS 1 1 A M 1 1 .'ION STKKKT, LOOKINI 



^ 



If 



H 



POPE PARK-OrXDOOR GYMNASIUM. 
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POPEIPARK-OROVl: AND PARK RIVER. 
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POPE PARK-IKNNIS COURIS. 



POPE PARK-OUTDOOR GYMNASIUM. 
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POPEIPARK— GROVE AND PARK RIVER. 
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EUZABETH PARK 




CITIZENS of Hartford have been most fortunate in the gift of Mr. Charles M. 
Pond, who died August 30th, 1894, leaving by will to the City,, his homestead on 
Prospect Avenue for a public park and the residue of his estate to purchase additional 
land and to be used in putting the property in good and seemly condition to accom- 
plish his purpose. This tract comprises one hundred (100) acres and in accordance 
with the donor's testamentary request is named " Elizabeth Park " in memory of his 
wife. The amount of this gift, at the estimated value of the land when given, 
was $189,487.37, a part of the funds being still unexpended. Its value to the City's park system, how- 
ever, is beyond computation, for without it no such park could have been secured in that locality and 
the circle of parks would always have been incomplete. In ten (10) years the value of neighboring 
properties has been enhanced by this park. The additional land purchased cost $7,800. The pur- 
pose of the Park Board has been to give to this park a higher order of development, the cost per acre 
for labor in 1904 being $60.42. Its location on the westward heights of the City, its natural feat- 
ures of lakelet, stream and groves, the general interest in the City's nurseries and hot-houses which 
have been established in its southern section and the conveniences of its buildings make it a popular 
place of resort for the people. Here, therefore, the City makes its display of flowers, partly for edu- 
cational purposes. Its rose garden is both an exhibit and a school of instruction, whence it is hoped 
many will carry away suggestions for the adornment of their own homes. Means for healthful 
exercise and amusement are provided for the children in a grove. In the spacious mansion there 
is refuge from storms and everywhere are encouragements for the weary to seek rest in the midst of 
the beauties of nature. 
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ELIZABETH PARK^MEBP ORAZINO. 



V 



^- 
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BLtZABETH PARK-LAUREL POND. 
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ELIZABETH PARK— SHEEP ORAZINO. 
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ELIZABBTH PARK— SHEBP ORAZINO. 
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KLIZABETH PARK— OKNKRAL VIEW OF ROSE GAKDKN. 
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KOSE GARDEN— ARCHES AND UAIN WALK. 
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EI.IZABKTH PARK— LOOKINU KAST. 
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ELIZABBTIJ PARK-LAKELKT. LOOKINO WEST PROM HOUSE. 
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T the southern end of Main Street is a small area of land which from earliest 
times was kept and used as a " Common." Along its southern side runs Wyllys 
Street, and here Wethersfield Avenue on the east and Retreat Avenue on the west 
form a junction. On March 26th, 18 16, the Town of Hartford voted to lay out 
the " Commons," and to keep and maintain the same for park purposes. This 
land, which now comprises 1.71 acres, was subsequently enclosed by a substantial 
iron fence and rows of maple trees along its eastern and western sides were added 
to its ancient elms. The name borne by this park for many years was " South 
Green." After the reorganization of the Board of Park Commissioners in 1895, it 
was thought to be worthy of a more careful treatment and was laid out according 
to a new plan by vote of the Board April 13th, 1896. Its borders were then planted with shrubs, 
some young trees were added and asphalt walks well adapted for its needs were made. At its north- 
ern end the iron fence was set back, leaving a desirable location for a statue or work of art in the future 
and space convenient for patrons of the cars passing on both sides. The cost of these improvements 
with some others since made was $6,026.29. It is estimated that this park has a value of $75,000, if 
used for other purposes. An elm tree was planted on this park by the children of the South District 
School under the supervision of the Park Board on May loth, 1897, ^^ honor of the Hon. Henry Bar- 
nard, whose home faced the park on the east. After his death, by vote of the Board passed June 5th, 
1899, the name of this park was changed to "Barnard Park." It is a good example of the usefulness 
of such small parks, affording a delightful resting place for many who pass through it or reside in the 
neighborhood, especially the inmates of public institutions near at hand. 
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HIS small park is bounded northerly by Sargeant Street, easterly by Sigoumey 
Street, southerly by Ashley Street and westerly by May Street. Its extent is 2.85 
acres. The land was originally a part of the Town Farm and was laid out as a park 
by the Town when that location was abandoned in 1896. By a vote of 
the Common Council, December 9th, 1895, ^^ ^^^ designated as a public park 
and under the charter the Board of Park Commissioners assumed its care and main- 
tenance. It was named Sigoumey Square by vote of the Board May 23, 1904. 
This park may, therefore, be considered an inheritance of the City. Most of the expendi- 
ture for its improvement was made before it was turned over to the Park Board. The improve- 
ments since that time amount to $1,068.16, and the cost per acre for maintenance in 1904 was 
$91.63. This park is surrounded by residences and is in the midst of a growing residential district. 
Its treatment is similar to that of public gardens, which is best adapted to the needs of the locality, 
and it is believed to have contributed much to the value of neighboring properties. The estimated 
value of this park for residences, if abandoned for its present use, is $60,000. 
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LD CEMETERY or Ancient Burying Ground, as it was called, was, by vote of 

the Council, passed under the control and management of the Board of Park 

Commissioners June 26th, 1899. This Cemetery is the property of the Town 

of Hartford and was set aside for a burying ground in the year 1640. From that 

date until 1801 it was the only Cemetery in Hartford and for many years it 

was so shut in by surrounding buildings that it was hidden from view, but on June 14th, 

1899, the Ruth Wyllys Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution deeded to 

the City various properties which were acquired through the personal effort and public 

spirit of Mrs. John M. Holcombe, its Regent. Soon afterwards Gold Street was widened 

and paved and on July 8th, 1901, a beautiful iron fence and masonry bounding the grounds on 

Gold Street, a gift from the Ruth Wyllys Chapter, was constructed and a gate-way, a gift from Miss 

Olivia Phelps Stokes and Miss Caroline Phelps Stokes of New York, was erected in memory of their 

ancestor John Haynes, First Governor of the Colony of Connecticut. 
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N September 29th, 1900, the Camp Field Monument Association deeded to the City of 
Hartford a piece of land together with a statue of General Griffin A. Steadman located 
on the southeast corner of Bond Street and Camp-Field Avenue (formerly called 
Back Lane). 

This piece of ground is sacred to the memory of the Veterans of the Civil War, as 

it was a part of the field upon which several Connecticut Regiments encamped in 1861- 

1862. 

On October 4th, 1900, the statue of General Steadman was dedicated and some 15,000 people 

were present on that occasion. In the following November the Honorable Court of Common Council 

designated the same to be used as a public park and square and passed its control and management to 

the Board of Park Commissioners. 
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HE City has a number of smaller park areas in various localities. These serve a valu- 
able purpose in their neighborhood and some of them offer advantageous sites for such 
adornment of art as the future may provide. The largest of them is little more than 
half an acre in extent, and the cost of maintenance varies according to their treat- 
ment. Tunnel Park is at the junction of Albany and Windsor Avenues, Lafayette 
Green at the junction of Washington and Lafayette Streets, Buckingham Square at 
the intersection of that Street and Main Street. Franklin Green, Village Street Green 
and Washington Triangle are of small extent. 
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HE entire park area of Hartford is 1,201.20 acres, including 680.85 acres of Keney 
Park, under the care of the Keney Park Trustees. In 1904 the average cost for labor 
in maintaining the 520.35 acres under the care of the Board of Park Commissioners 
was $49.86 per acre, and the total expense to the City was $42,719.25, or about 46 
cents per capita. Public parks may be considered by some as a luxury, but their edu- 
cational value cannot be overestimated. They also contribute materially to a City's 
property values, and prevent real estate in their neighborhood from deteriorating. No 

\ exact statement of this return can be made in figures, but a careful examination shows that 
the parks constructed during the last ten (10) years have increased the Grand List by a sum 
equal to that expended by the City in their purchase and development and have gone far toward 
making up that which has been taken from the Tax List. This increase will continue for years. The 
estimate which real estate dealers have made of the value of the City's Park System, as an asset, ex- 
clusive of Keney Park, is about two and one-half millions of dollars. That of the four (4) large parks 
constructed during the past ten (10) years. Riverside, Goodwin, Pope and Elizabeth, aggregated 
$800,000. In securing these the City issued bonds to the amount of $300,000, which represents the 
cost to the City, and about $230,000 worth of property has been received by gift. The true value of a 
park system in municipal development cannot be computed, however, except after the lapse of a longer 
period of time, as the history of Bushnell Park shows. Such connecting parkways as have been projected 
would add vastly to the park system and the more practical objects of its usefulness can only be secured 
by the layout of small areas easily accessible for playgrounds in the densely populated sections of the 
City. 
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